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PHOTO AND ART EXHIBITION SET FOR 

NEXT WEEKEND IN SKIPTON HALL 
AN OPEN INVITATION 

This is an OPEN INVITATION to any town or 

country resident to share their 2026 Streatham-
Carranballac-Skipton Fire and Recovery Stories. 

Thursday 25th June to Sunday 28th June 

Oral history interviews will be held in the Skipton 
Hall Meeting Room with 25 minute interviews. 

Everyone in our community was impacted in some 
way! 

If you would like to be part of this historical 
project, please contact: 

Pat Gabb 

Phone: 0473 421 802 (text is good - Pat will 

contact you back) 

Email: apgabb1@bigpond.com 

If you are interested, maybe you would like to 

create a Group to share one interview - 3-4 people 
max. 

We are creating a film/documentary from the 
interviews, photos and art - plus a community 

Photo Book from the photo/art exhibition on the 

19th-21st June. The Book will be for sale at an 

affordable cost - more details to come in July. 

A note for your diaries - Saturday 24th October 

will be the LAUNCH OF THE COMMUNITY FIRE 

BOOK AND DOCUMENTARY in the Skipton 

Mechanic’s Hall, 5pm-9:30pm. 

Be part of the sharing and healing. 

Don’t miss out on being a part of this important 

historical project!  

If you have any queries please contact Pat Gabb 

now on 5340 2177 (conversation) or 0473 421 802 

(text). 

—Pat Gabb— 

FROM THE BLACK TO THE GREEN: 

FROM HEART ACHE TO THE LONG 

JOURNEY OF RECOVERY 
The Streatham, Carranballac, Skipton Fire, 9th 

January 2026 Photo and Art Exhibition - “From the 
Black to the Green: From Heart Ache to the Long 
Journey of Recovery” will be held at the Skipton 

Mechanic’s Hall next weekend, Friday 19th June, 
5:30pm-9:00pm, Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st 

June, 9:30am-4:00pm. 

If you have photos, or would like to create a 

drawing or painting, make a sculpture, write a 

story or poem of your fire experience, please 

Create & Be Involved! 

Deliver to Pat Gabb at the Skipton Hall at the 

following times: 

• Photos, Art, Sculptures, Written Stories & 

Poems may be delivered to Pat Gabb 

Thursday 18th June from 8am-4pm, or no 
later than Friday 19th June 8am-12pm. 

A folder of written stories and poems from our 
Community will be created for the Skipton 

Historical Society to preserve for the future. 

Everyone is welcome to create as we were all 

impacted to some degree. 

Children are naturally welcome to create 

however they wish. 

Volunteers are most welcome to help 

Thursday 18th and Friday 19th for setting up 

- many hands make light work! Extra hands 
may be needed in the kitchen the evening of 

19th June and during the day on the 20th 

and 21st June. 

The OFFICIAL OPENING will be held Friday 

19th June at 7pm - please join us as we 

thank so many for their support of our 

Community. 

Entry if free all weekend, doors open 5pm 

Friday 19th with a light supper available for 
free to all and Liam will be sharing his great 

music with us. 

A raffle for an artwork  by Sandi will be held so 

pop a few $ in your pocket for a chance to win. 

The Potterupperers and Bulbarians will have pots 

of plants from their gardens for our Community, 

especially those impacted by the fire, to take home 

and put a little life back in their gardens. 

These will be outside the Skipton Hall over the 

whole weekend. Our sincere thanks to all those 

who have contributed to this part of our sharing. 
—Pat Gabb— 

mailto:apgabb1@bigpond.com
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DISASTER RECOVERY EXPERT TO 

SHARE WELLBEING INSIGHTS IN SKIPTON 

Six months after the Streatham-Skipton bushfires, all 

community members - directly affected or not - are 

invited to share a meal, a cold drink, and a relaxed 

conversation about the ongoing recovery. 

Guest speaker at the free event, recovery expert David 

Younger, will share insights on life after fire and the 

journey beyond the first year. 

“Come along to a community conversation about 

recovering from the fires,” Mr Younger said. “It will be an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 

connect with people 

that you already 

know as well as to 

meet some new 

faces. 

“We will talk about 

common community 

experiences during 

the first 12 month 

and how to navigate 

the path ahead 

whilst looking after 

yourself and each 

other. There will be 

time for questions 

and general conversation with each other.” 

The event is jointly hosted by Corangamite Shire Council 

and Pyrenees Shire Council. 

Corangamite Shire Mayor Kate Makin said it was an 

opportunity to come along, whether to explore wellbeing, 

support others, and learn from the experiences of other 

communities across Australia. 

“We would really love for everyone across the wider 

community to come along, whether you were directly 

impacted by the fires or not. 

“The session is to give community members the skills to 

help support their neighbours through recovery, and 

look after themselves. 

“It’s not about turning everyone into an amateur 

counsellor. It’s about recognising if someone we cross 

paths with seems a bit off and could use a supportive, 

non-judgemental conversation - Community supporting 

community.” 

Pyrenees Shire Mayor Cr Damian Ferrari said: “It’s really 

important that our fire-affected residents get the proper 

support they need to recover after such a devastating 

event. 

“This session will give these residents 

skills to make sure they are looking 

after their wellbeing, connecting with 

other people in their communities and 

to help them find exactly the right 

support they need in this ongoing 

recovery phase.” 

Food and soft drink provided, with other drinks available 

at bar prices. 

Bookings are essential - register via the QR code, call 

5593 7100, or email: 

skiptonfiresrequest@corangamite.vic.gov.au 

When: Wednesday 17th June, 6:30pm 

Where: Skipton Recreation Reserve 

—Media release: Corangamite Shire Council— 

COMMUNITY NOTICE 

BLAZEAID CAMP SEEKING COOK 

The BlazeAid Skipton Base Camp is looking for 

a camp cook to take care of meals for the volunteers a 

few days a week. Meals provided to volunteers include 

breakfast and two-course dinners each day. 

The camp is based at the Bradvale Hall, located at the 

Bradvale Recreation Reserve, 549 Crawfords Rd, 

Bradvale. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact the 

BlazeAid Coordinator, Jen Weightman, via email at 

skipton@blazeaid.com.au. 

—Dale McIntyre— 

JOB VACANCY 

CLEANER/CARETAKER 

The Skipton Mechanics Hall is looking for a Cleaner/

Caretaker to look after the Hall. 

We are looking for a reliable, dedicated person/s to look 

after one of Skipton and districts most important 

buildings. 

This is a paid position. 

Duties include: 

• General cleaning duties 

• Checking for any maintenance issues 

• Reporting any issues to the Secretary 

• Checking cleaning supplies 

• Ordering new cleaning supplies 

• Communicating with the Secretary 

• Attending monthly Hall Committee meetings 

For further information, contact Secretary Graham 

Layley on 0408 838 261, or President Ian Nash on 0427 

402 046, or email gjlayley@bigpond.net.au for a job 

description. 

—Graham Layley, Secretary Skipton Mechanics Hall Committee of 

Management— 

Recovery expert David Younger 

mailto:skiptonfiresrequest@corangamite.vic.gov.au
mailto:skipton@blazeaid.com.au
mailto:gjlayley@bigpond.net.au


Skipton Community News Page 3 10th June 2026 



Skipton Community News Page 4 10th June 2026 

SKIPTON FIRE BRIGADE 
IS RECRUITING 

 

If you are over 18 years old, then WE 
WANT YOU! 

We are on the lookout for new fire fighters 

and non-operational members. 

Our team is a well-trained and relaxed 

group of dedicated individuals who 

proudly serve and protect our community. 

We are looking for new members who 

want to learn new skills and show up 

when our community needs it the most. 

Come give us a hand! 
 

Go to www.cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteers-

careers 

or 

Contact Ben on 0400 272 119 

RED RIBBON DAY AT OP SHOP 

Op Shop Co-Ordinator Stan Foote and President Pat 

Hutchison were finally able to cut the ribbon on the 

most welcome new ATM almost five months after the 

original machine was fatally damaged in an attempted 

robbery in January. 

Most helpful for not only the community but the many 

travellers and a cash only Op Shop. 

—Story and photographs by SCN reporter Lois Lane— 

DAVID & SUE HUNNEYBELL 

FAREWELLED 

LOCAL CAFÉ PACKED 

The centre of beautiful 

downtown Skipton 

became alive at the 

Café de Bluestone last 

Thursday, 4th June. 

Local inhabitants 

including dignitaries 

and other luminaries 

were in attendance. 

Guest of honour were 

Sue and David 

Hunneybell whose 

shadows loomed large 

over the community 

for the decade they 

were resident. David, 

having been a past 

president of the 

Skipton Progress 

Association, with his 

p r e s e n c e  f e l t 

throughout the town as 

he engaged in many erstwhile activities. 

Regretfully, all good things must come to an end and so 

it was that Sue and David were required to move to 

Maryborough for health reasons. Judging from the large 

crowd of well-wishers in attendance at the café, all 

residents were sorry to see them go. 

Local identity Dale McIntyre made a short speech of 

appreciation and presented, on behalf of the community, 

a watercolour representation of a platypus - the symbol 

of Skipton. A gift that was much appreciated. 

David, in reply, said that should anybody from Skipton 

venture to Maryborough, they would be warmly received 

at his new abode. 

—Story by SCN reporter Kent Clarke, and photograph courtesy of SCN 

roving reporter Lois Lane— 

David and Sue Hunneybell, with Dale 

McIntyre (centre), holding their gifted 
platypus watercolour 

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteers-careers
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteers-careers
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MORNING MELODIES  

AT THE HOSTEL 

Last week many hostel and nursing home 

residents were able to enjoy the toe tapping 

morning melodies with Cath and John 

Kavanagh at the helm, or should that be the 

keyboard? 

Song books are on hand but most residents 

seem to know the words by heart - great old 

tunes from days gone by like Goodnight Irene, 

My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean, Daisy Daisy, etc, 

bring back lots of memories and smiles. 

—Story and photograph courtesy of Lois Lane— 

SKIPTON CEMETERY TRUST 

The Skipton Cemetery Trust is seeking help from the 
community with the replacement of trees that were cut 

down. 

All donations of $100 or more to replace these trees will 
have the donors name placed on a board near the front 

gate. 

Please make direct debit donations to: 

 Bendigo Community Bank 

 BSB: 633 000  Account Number: 163398050 

 Account Name: Skipton Cemetery Trust 

 Reference: Trees + family name 

For more information, contact: 

 Bob Thornton (Secretary) on 0413351144 

OR  email skipton.cemetery.au@gmail.com 

—Bob Thornton, Secretary Skipton Cemetery Trust— 

COUNTRY GROCERS  

SKIPTON AWARD 

L a s t  w e e k 

Skipton Country 

Grocers received 

an Australian 

United Retailers 

( A U R )  L t d 

Foodworks Most Outstanding Community 

Initiative award. 

Country Grocers managers Ashlee and Courtney 

Layley said the award was given to the 

supermarket for its work with the Children 

Ballarat Specialist School (BSS). 

Children from the school aged between 15 and 

18 years old visit the store every Wednesday 

during Term Three to gain work experience and 

to gain confidence and what it is like to be in the 

work force. 

This great program has been running for five 

years and staff member Bec said, “It is an 

absolute delight to work alongside the students 

who display so much dedication to every aspect 

of the learning.” 

—Story and photographs by SCN roving reporter Lois Lane— 

Skipton Country Grocers staff members and managers 
L-R: Bec Corbett, Imogen Ross, Courtney and Ashlee Layley 

https://www.instagram.com/corvapilates
mailto:skipton.cemetery.au@gmail.com
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Publish your meeting or events dates in the 

Skipton Community News each week! 

Email details to the Editor to skiptonscn@gmail.com 

Post us a flyer to PO Box 60, Skipton VIC 3361 

Or drop us a note into our drop boxes in either the 

roadhouse or the Skipton Country Grocers. 

The deadline for inclusion is 4pm every Friday, to be 

printed in the next week’s newsletter. 

Story contributions are also welcome. 

SKIPTON OP-SHOP 

OPENING HOURS 
The after-hours phone number for Stan has 

changed to 5340 2478 

Monday - Friday  10am - 4pm 

Saturday    10am - 3pm 

Sunday    10am - 2pm 

SKIPTON LIBRARY AT  

THE MECHANICS HALL 
 

5 Anderson St, Skipton 
 

Open  Tuesday 10am-12pm 

 Friday 3pm-5pm 

Fiction, non-fiction, Large Print, DVDs, eBooks, 

children’s books & DVDs, biographies, and more. 

Free membership, all welcome.  

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE 
Skipton Community News Banking Details 

Bendigo Community Bank Beaufort 
Account name: Skipton Progress Association Inc. 
BSB: 633 000  Account number: 146 795 687 

St Aloysius’ Redan 

St James’ Sebastopol 

St Peter’s Linton 
(Encompassing Skipton, 
Smythesdale & Snake Valley) 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Con 
Bagaoisan OSJ 
Presbytery: 508 Leith St, 

Redan 
Telephone: 0435 494 472 
 

Assistant Priest: Fr. Eladio 
Lizada OSJ 
Telephone: 0450 017 007 

Parish Coordinators & 
Safeguarding Officers 

Redan: Bernadette Lynch 
Telephone: 0455 212 123 
Email: 

redan@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Office hours: Tuesday & 
Thursday 9am - 4pm 
 

Sebastopol: Pauline O’Brien 
Telephone: 0428 699 624 
Email: 

sebastopol@ballarat.catholic.org.
au 
Office hours: Tuesday & Friday 

9am - 3pm 

For Linton Parish enquiries, contact Fr. Con Bagaoisan 
 

The parish acknowledges that the Aboriginal people of Australia are 
our first nation people and the traditional owners and custodians of this 

land. 
 

Parish Mass Times 

St Aloysius, Redan & St James, Sebastopol: Thursday 
9:30am, Friday 9:30am, Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am, 

Sunday 10:30am 
St Brigid’s, Snake Valley, St Peter’s, Linton & St John’s, 
Skipton: Saturday 6:30pm, Sunday 9:00am, Sunday 10:30am 

Anglican Parish of Beaufort & Skipton 
Contact Marilyn Ellis on 5340 3515 for enquiries 
Usual Service times 

9:00am on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month 
 

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Contact Stewart on 0437 495 553 for enquiries 
Service Times: Presbyterian Congregation 
Skipton/Lismore 

10am at Skipton each week 
 

St John The Baptist Catholic Church, 

Beaufort 
Service Times 

• Week One  Sunday LLA 10:00am 
• Week Two  Sunday Mass 8:30am 

• Week Three Sunday LLA 10:00am 
• Week Four Sunday Mass 8:30am 
• Week Five  Sunday LLA 10:00am 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish Ballarat 
3 Lyons St, South Ballarat 
Telephone: 5331 2933 
Email: ballarat@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Web: stpatscathedral.weebly.com 
www.facebook.com/patricks.cathedral.9/ 

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 10:00am - 3:00pm 
 

The phone will be transferred to 
the on-call priest so that 
Hospitals, Aged Care facilities, 
Funeral Directors or others 
seeking the services of a priest 
may be responded to. 
 

************* 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish acknowledges the Traditional Custodians 
of the land on which we gather, the Wadawurrung People of the Kulin 

nation. 
 

We are a child safe Parish following the Child Safe Standards 
outlined by the Victorian Government, implementing 

procedures and standards as directed by the Professional 
Standards Office of the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat. 

SKIPTON FOOD BANK  

AT JUBILEE CENTRE 
10 MONTGOMERY STREET, SKIPTON 

 

NEW OPENING HOURS 
MONDAYS  2PM-5PM 

WEDNESDAYS 12PM-3PM 

THURSDAYS  9AM-12PM 
 

An emergency community pantry providing free food, 
toiletries and hygiene products, cleaning supplies and 

other necessities to those in need, no questions asked.  

 

Please consider a financial donation to: 

SKIPTON COMMUNITY SHOP 

BSB  633 000  Account number: 230967804 

SKIPTON TRANSFER STATION 
Beaufort Road, Skipton 

 

Skipton Transfer Station opens fortnightly on 
Wednesdays and Sundays from 1-5pm 

Wednesday 3rd June 
Sunday 14th June 
Wednesday 17th June 
Sunday 28th June 
Wednesday 1st July 

Sunday 12th July 
Wednesday 15th July 
 

Skipton Kerbside Bin Collection 
Red waste bins collected weekly, yellow recycling 

fortnightly, purple glass on first recycling week each month 

Green bin collected fortnightly between January & 

September, weekly between October & December 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Red, yellow & purple bins 

Tuesday 9th June:   Red & green bins 

Tuesday 16th June:  Red & yellow bins 

Tuesday 23rd June:   Red & green bins 

Tuesday 30th June:  Red & yellow bins 

Tuesday 7th July:    Red & green bins 

mailto:skiptonscn@gmail.com
mailto:redan@ballarat.catholic.org.au
mailto:sebastopol@ballarat.catholic.org.au
mailto:sebastopol@ballarat.catholic.org.au
mailto:ballarat@ballarat.catholic.org.au
http://www.stpatscathedral.weebly.com
http://www.facebook.com/patricks.cathedral.9/
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NEW GROUP TO HELP MAKE SHIRE 

ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL 

Community members and Corangamite Shire 
staff are collaborating to ensure the lived 
experiences of elderly people and people with 
disabilities are understood and considered 
when planning and delivering Council 

services and infrastructure. 

The Positive Ageing, Access and Inclusion Reference 
Group (PAA&IRG) has met twice since forming in 

January. 

Group Community Representative Andrew Leeman 
hopes his input will make a positive difference for elderly 

people and those living with disabilities. 

“I started as a disability worker and became disabled 
m y s e l f .  I 
thought I’d give 
back to the 
c o m m u n i t y 
f r o m  b o t h 

aspects.” 

Mr Leeman, 61, 
was diagnosed 
with Charcot-
M a r i e - T o o t h 

Disease at 53. 

The genetic 
c o n d i t i o n 
a f fec ts  the 
nerves, muscles 
and bones of 
his lower legs, 
limiting his 

ability to walk. 

“I’ve had three 
bone fusions in 
both feet. I have 
to wear this 
monstrosity for 
life,” he said, 
pointing to the 
5kg boot on his right foot. “It was either amputation of 

this, so I chose this.” 

“You don’t know what affects you until you have a 
disability. Being a heritage town, we have a lot of issues. 

There are certain shops I physically can’t go into. 

“Hopefully I can put forward thoughts and ideas the 
Council group haven’t had; think outside the box and 

tick a few things off.” 

Fellow Community Representative Cindy McDougall was 
a member of the former Disability and Inclusion 
Reference Group, which was expanded to include older 

residents’ lived experience and voices and became the 
PAA&IRG. The wider focus aims to provide solutions for 
people of different ages and abilities who face similar 

challenges. 

“I was motivated to join that, and to continue on in the 
Positive Ageing, Access and Inclusion Reference Group 
to help build inclusion in our local towns and 

throughout the shire,” she said. 

“I believe that only through listening to people who have 

lived through everyday issues and struggles, and by 
sharing both positive and negative experiences, can we 

build a better world for those who come after us. 

“There has already been so much positive change in our 

region that can be directly attributed to the group and  

our ideas, and this has been incredibly satisfying. 

“On a personal note, I was particularly pleased to 
suggest and see a new disabled park placed at both 
Noorat Primary School and Mercy Regional Noorat 
Campus to help accessibility for younger people 
attending school and for others who attend community 

events at these premises. 

“I hope that through my input, along with my fellow 
group members, that older people and people with a 
disability will be able to more easily engage in their local 

communities.” 

Chair Cr Jo Beard, who lives with primary progressive 
multiple sclerosis, said the group had a vital role in 
guiding the implementation of the PAA&IRG Plan 2025-
2029 by sharing local knowledge, lived experiences, and 

i d e a s  t h a t 
matter to the 

community. 

“Having a safe, 
a c c e s s i b l e , 
appropriate and 
reliable built 
environment is 
crucial for older 
people and 
people with a  
disability to 
maintain their 
independence 
and dignity,” Cr 

Beard said. 

“Being able to 
perform daily 
t a s k s  a n d 
remain active 
without relying 
h ea v i l y  on 
a s s i s t a n c e 

suppor ts  a l l 
members of our 
community enjoy 
good quality of life 

and social connections.” 

Cr Beard said living with MS had given her an additional 

lens to look through. 

“I haven’t always had MS since I’ve been on Council. It’s 
only been the last 8 years. I could look at it as a 

negative, but I’ve got an opportunity because of it. 

“It has enabled me as a councillor to think more broadly 
in how I represent our community, and how I look at 
built infrastructure, especially accessibility, in a 

different light. 

“Now when I’m walking down the street I have to look 
down for hazards instead of looking up and around. I 
would never have thought of that until I was confronted 

with it myself.” 

Cr Beard said Council was really pleased that 
community members are represented along with 
stakeholders including Hampden P-12, Southwest Sport, 

are-able, and genU. 

“By sharing their voices and their lived experiences, they 
can lead positive change and improve community 

inclusivity for all ages and abilities.” 

—Media release: Corangamite Shire Council— 

PAA&IRG Community Representatives (front L-R) Cindy McDougall, James Carter and Andrew Leeman 

Backed by Cr Jo Beard, and Council’s Assets Coordinator Maria Caro, Economic Partnership Officer 
Kellie Duynhoven, Infrastructure Projects Officer Dean Finlayson, Rural Access Officer Patrick 

Caruana, and Positive Ageing, Access and Inclusion Coordinator Belinda Rowbottom. 
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Our Social Support Groups provide an opportunity 
for community members to remain connected to one 
another while participating in a variety of activities. 

Skipton Out and About 
Bus 

Skipton Day Centre Room 
Third Tuesday of the 
month 
10am-3pm 

Beaufort Out and About 
Bus 

Beaufort Library Carpark 
Third Tuesday of the 
month 
10am-3pm 

Skipton Walking Group 

Skipton Day Centre Room 
Every Thursday 
12pm-12:45pm 

Beaufort Walking Group 

Beaufort Library Carpark 
Every Wednesday 
9am-10am 

Strength Training 
Beaufort 

Wednesdays  11am-12pm 
Beeripmo Development 
Centre 
Skipton 

Thursdays  10:30am-
11:30am 
Skipton Day Centre Room 

Gait & Balance Group 
Beaufort 

Wednesdays  10:15am-
11am 
Beeripmo Development 
Centre 
Skipton 

Thursdays  9:15am-10am 
Skipton Day Centre Room 

SUPPORT AT HOME & RESPITE 

Our Support At Home team and Residential 
Coordinator recently attended the Ballarat Ageing 

Well Expo hosted by the City of Ballarat. 

The Support At Home Program is a government 

program that helps 

older people stay living 

well in their own home 
for longer. It funds 

care and support 

services that match 

the person’s needs. 

T h e  p r o g r a m 
commenced on November 1st 2025, and replaced 

the previous Home Care Packages. 

If you have been assessed and approved for the 

Support At Home Program and would like to 

discuss how we can help you, please call 5349 

1600. We can explain what your approval means, 
talk through the services that you can use and 

help you get started with Support At Home. 

Respite Residential Care at Beaufort and Skipton 

Health Service is short-term care available at both 

Beaufort and Skipton. Regular breaks are 
important for both yourself and the person caring 

for you. 

Once you have approval or for more information 

about Respite care please call 0492 

807 535. 

http://www.bshs.org.au/
http://www.bshs.org.au/
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To discover more about Skipton’s past, drop into the Old Police House at 35 Montgomery Street 
between 2pm and 4pm on the third Sunday of every month. All are most welcome. 

BELOW ARE SOME EXTRACTS FROM 1936 FROM THE SKIPTON STANDARD & 
STREATHAM GAZETTE FROM 90 YEARS AGO 

LOCATED IN THE SHS POLICE HOUSE MUSEUM, MONTGOMERY STREET, SKIPTON. 
These extracts are researched and provided by: 

Terry Gosling (Treasurer of Skipton Historical Society) 
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112 –114 Montgomery Street Skipton 

Phone: 5321 8000 
• General Manager/Agronomist: Adam Slater 
 0447 691 248  Email:  adam.slater@elders.com.au 
• Rural Products Sales Manager: Brenton Flagg 
 0447 089 257 Email: brenton.flagg@elders.com.au 

• Merchandise Manager:  Lisa McLean 
 0418 369 910  Email:  lisa.mclean@elders.com.au  

• Rural Products Sales Rep: Caine McMahon 
 0401 426 922  Email:  caine.mcmahon@elders.com.au  

• Rural Products Sales Rep: Jess Warren 
 Email:  jessica.warren@elders.com.au  

• Accounts & Admin:  Jacqui Sharkey  
 (03) 5321 8000 Email: jacqui.sharkey@elders.com.au 

* * * * * * * * 

For all your: 
Farming, Agricultural, and 
Domestic Supplies.  

Including  

• Chemical,  

• Fencing,  

• Animal Health,  

• Feed,  

• Seed,  

• Water, and Castrol Oil. 
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Pyrenees Self Storage 
Racecourse Road, Beaufort 

New Units for Rent in Beaufort 

3m x 3.5m, 7m x 3m, 7m x 3.6m 

Phone: 5349 2011 Mobile: 0409 592 011 
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Open 6 Days a week 

Tuesday to Sunday 8am-2pm 

Beverages, hot breakfasts, toasties, 

fresh pastries, soups, sweets and 

more! 
 

Come sit by the fire and enjoy the 

beautiful atmosphere. 
 

Catering is available, events and 
bookings. 
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Skipton Senior Citizens Club 

Every Monday at Skipton Mechanics 
Institute Hall 

From 2pm till 4pm on Monday, and on 

the fourth Monday have an earlier start of 
12 noon for Lunch. Committee Meeting 
follows at 2pm. “Seniors” is a fantastic way 
to enjoy a weekly outing and to make new 

friends. Play Cards, Bingo, Carpet Bowls, 
and “lots of Other Stuff”!! 

• Seniors also have trips and outings 

throughout the year. 

• Just come along, you will be happy 
you did. 

Skipton Library in Mechanics Hall 
Opening times: 

Tuesday 10:00am to 12:00pm 
Friday  3:00pm to 5:00pm 
Fiction, non-fiction, LARGE PRINT, DVDs, 
eBooks, Children’s books & DVDs, and 

biographies. 
Free membership, all welcome. Come and 
check us out. 

Euchre Card Group 
Meets on Wednesdays at 1:30pm. In the 

Billiard Room, Mechanics Hall. All 
welcome. All ages will enjoy cards. 

Beaufort Art Trax Gallery 
Is Open: 

Friday & Monday  11am - 3pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4pm 
Phone: Heather 0427 492 082 

Beaufort Historical Society 
9 Livingstone St, Beaufort 

Open hours every Wednesday 10am-4pm, 

and last Sunday of the month from 12pm-
3pm. Except for the months of June, July 
& January. All welcome. 

The Skipton Community News is a project of the Skipton Progress Association Inc. We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we create and publish, the Wadawurrung People of the Kulin Nations, 

and we pay our respect to Elders past, present, and emerging. 
 

The Skipton Community News is a proud member of the Community Newspaper Association of 
Victoria. Find current and previous issues online at the National Library of Australia/TROVE: 
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2816369293 
DISCLAIMER: All information in SCN is from sources believed to be accurate and current at the time of publication. The Editor 

reserves the right to withhold publication of anything deemed inappropriate, including any anonymous contributions. Views 

expressed in SCN are not necessarily the views of Skipton Progress Association Inc.  —Kathy Leewai, Editor, SCN— 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AND MEETINGS 

Skipton Food Bank 
NEW OPENING HOURS - see Page 6 

An emergency community pantry 
supplying food, toiletries, and other 
necessities for those in need, no questions 
asked. For cash donations, please deposit 

to: Skipton Community Shop  
BSB:   633 000 
Account number:  230967804 

Skipton Historical Society  
From 2pm-4pm, the third Sunday of every 

month, in the Court House Museum and 
Old Police House, in Stewart Park, 
Montgomery St, Skipton. All visitors 
welcome. Further enquiries, please call 

Secretary on 0407 310 990 or email 
skipton.history.au@gmail.com. 

Skipton Community Market 
The community market is held on the 
second Saturday of each month, 9am-

1pm. If you are new in town, or haven't 
been to the market before, come and enjoy 
a free morning tea and browse the 

interesting stalls. For stall bookings, call 
Jan on 0422 785 017. 

Sunday 14th June, 9am-10am SKIPTON CEMETERY WORKING BEE 

Weather allowing, please come down to the cemetery and give the Trust a 
helping hand to clean up a few weeds and tidy the place up a little. For 
enquiries, please contact Bob Thornton on 0413 351 144. 

Sunday 21st June FIREWORLD DISCOVERY CENTRE AND MUSEUM, 

STREATHAM. Open from 11am to 4:30pm. Contact Bruce McKenna 
(Secretary/Treasurer) on 0466 286 011. 

Sunday 14th June, 11am STEWART PARK WORKING BEE at Stewart 
Park, Montgomery St, from 11am. All are welcome to help maintain our 
beautiful Park, there’s work for all abilities, from weeding to whipper 
snipping. Please wear appropriate clothing, closed-toe shoes, bring along 
your gloves and don’t forget your hat! 

Wednesday 1st July BINGO NIGHT in the Supper Room, Skipton 
Mechanics Hall, Anderson St, Skipton. Doors open at 5:30pm, eyes down at 
6:30pm. Free tea and coffee available. Great prizes to be won, everyone is 
welcome! More details to come. 

Wednesday 10th June, 7pm SKIPTON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

MONTHLY MEETING at the Skipton Mechanics Hall. Meeting every second 
Wednesday in the month, the Progress Association welcomes new members 
from Skipton and District for discussions around various events and 
programs throughout the year. For further information, please contact 
Secretary Donald Binks on 0422 738 332 or email 
secretaryskiptonpa@gmail.com 

Thursday 18th June - Sunday 21st June EXHIBITION OF PHOTOS AND 

ARTWORK documenting the Streatham-Carranballac-Skipton Fire and 
Recovery. At the Skipton Mechanics Hall, Official opening Friday 19th June 
at 7pm. For more information and to volunteer, please contact Pat Gabb on 
0473 421 802 or email apgabb1@bigpond.com. Details on page 1. 

Thursday 18th June, 6pm 2026 SKIPTON GOLF & BOWLS CLUB 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in the Golf/Bowls Clubrooms. All members 
and anyone from Skipton and outer Community are welcome to attend. For 
more information, please contact President Doug Smith or Secretary Gail 
Ward. 

Monday 15th June, 10:30am WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS 

MORNING TEA at the Rose Room, Terang Civic Centre. Come along for a 

cuppa and join the Positive Ageing Access & Inclusion team to raise 

awareness about elder abuse. Bookings essential, please call Corangamite’s 

Positive Ageing & Inclusion Team on 5593 7100. 

Wednesday 17th June, 6:30pm COMMUNITY CONVERSATION ABOUT 

RECOVERY WITH DAVID YOUNGER at the Skipton Recreation Reserve. 
Free Community Event—Everyone Welcome! David Younger returns to 
Skipton to share insights on recovery after fires. Come along to connect, ask 
questions, and spend time with others in the community. Food and soft 
drink provided, other drinks available at bar prices. Please RSVP for 
catering purposes, email skiptonfiresrequest@corangamite.vic.gov.au. More 
information on page 2 and page 15. 

Wednesday 8th July, 7pm SKIPTON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

MONTHLY MEETING at the Skipton Mechanics Hall. Meeting every second 
Wednesday in the month, the Progress Association welcomes new members 
from Skipton and District for discussions around various events and 
programs throughout the year. For further information, please contact 
Secretary Donald Binks on 0422 738 332 or email 
secretaryskiptonpa@gmail.com 
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